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Tips for making effective labels
A guide to help you make effective labels for exhibitions at 
your museum, gallery or whare taonga.

This pedal car and label are found in Toitu Otago 
Settlers Museum’s Otago Motors display.

Images provide context and they 
speak a thousand words... Catchy title - draws people’s attention.

Credit images and loan objects. Clear, plain, everyday language. 
Short sentences. Less is best.

Bigger is better. At a minimum, use 25 
point for titles and 20 point type for text. 
Clear fonts like Arial are best.

Further tips
Clearly define what you want people to learn about in the label.
The most important point you are trying to get across should be in the first sentence. 
On average people will look at your label for 2 seconds. 
Make it snappy!




